Results of the 2017
CQ World Wide VHF Contest

hat will the 2017 CQ World

Wide VHF contest be remem-

bered for? Certainly not stellar
band conditions or a record number of
entries (I wish). It will, however, be
remembered as the first contest to use
K1JT's FT8 software, which some be-
lieve (and some don’t) will revolutionize
VHF contesting.

The jury is still out on that, but it cer-
tainly made things much more interest-
ing and generated lots of comments
afterthe contest. | probably spenta cou-
ple more hours on the air making con-
tacts with FT8 and MSK-144 than | nor-
mally would have. My Qs were almost
evenly splitbetween CW, SSB, and dig-
ital modes. Don't give up on the tradi-

email: n8bjg@cqg-amateur-radio.com

BY STEVE BOLIA,* N8BJQ

PY2CDR and PY2LCD did a QRP multi op from Pico do Olho D’agua (GG66rq).

Here’s PY2CDR operating. The station consists of: FT-817ND, MOXON 6 meter antenna, DK7ZB Light 6-element 2 meter
antenna, 60-watt solar panel 12 volts, 18-watt solar panel 5 volts, and 18-Ah batteries.
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tional modes yet; CW and SSB will be around for a long time.
Hopefully, the new digital modes may attract some new blood
into the game.

As most of you noticed, entries are down from the record
we set in 2016 — 719 vs. 905 the prior year. U.S. and other
North American entries were just a few less than last year.
European and Asian entries, however, were down by almost
200. Hopefully, 2018 will bring much better conditions and
more activity. There were another 100 or so who made mul-
tiple Qs but didn’t submit a log. Please send in a log, even
if it is a check log. While I'd like all submitted logs to be com-
puter-generated, paper logs are accepted and, as long as |
can decipher your handwriting, they will be converted to
Cabirillo. If you have access to a computer, there is a link on
the CQWW VHF website where you can use the form that
WA7BNM has created to send your paper log as Cabirillo.

Speaking of the CQWW VHF website <www.cqww-
vhf.com/>, a big thanks goes to Randy, K5ZD, for bringing
the site into the current century and consistent with the other
CQ Contest websites. If you haven't visited it yet, please do
s0. You can search the results from 2000 forward. Results

articles from 2005 are also available. If you are missing any
certificates, those can also be downloaded.

USA

K2DRH wins, but without Bob. Bob had to be out of town for
the contest and asked Wyatt, ACORA, if he would like to
operate the station. Wyatt was planning a major rover oper-
ation (maybe next year) and decided he couldn’t pass up the
opportunity. When it was all over, Wyatt had about 30 more
Qs and a healthy 73-grid lead over 2016 winner Jeff, KITEO.
Both of their scores were up quite a bit from 2016. Bruce,
KG6IYN, put in a good effort from Los Pifios Mountain to fin-
ish third. You can read about Bruce's weekend in the
Unofficial West Coast Report (see sidebar). There is also a
link to a neat time-lapse video. John, N3HBX, finished fourth
and John, K10R, rounded out the top five.

On 6 meters, Jay, WI9RM, dominated the field. Tom, WD5K,
was second and Vince, K@SIX, finished third. Bill, WAGRW,
turned in a great 2-meter score to take first place (and win a
new plaque sponsored by Chuck, W5PR). Dick, KIHC, was
second and AA2TT third. In the QRP Hilltopper category,

TOP SCORES 2017 CQWW VHF TROPHY WINNERS AND DONORS
WORLD WORLD: Dr. Gene Zimmerman, W3ZZ Memorial. Won by: Aleksandr Maksimov, EASDBM
All Band EM3U.... USA: Steve Bolia, N8BJQ Trophy. Won by: K2DRH operated by Wyatt Dirks, ACORA
E7TQAA ..o
SINGLE OPERATOR, SINGLE BAND
World 50 MHz: Dennis Motschenbacher, K7BV Trophy. Won by: Jorge Alvarado, XE2X
UT6EY ...cceeee USA 50 MHz: Dennis Motschenbacher, K7BV Trophy. Won by: Keith Morehouse, WORM
RKI1AS .. WORLD 144 MHz: Bostjan Sever, S56P Trophy. Won by: Bostjan Sever, S56P
UR8GZ.. USA 144 MHz: Chuck Dietz, W5PR Trophy. Won by: Bill Fisher, WAGRW
UY50N..
HA2MJ .............. ROVER
- USA: Northern Lights Radio Society Trophy: Won by: Darryl Holman, WW7D/R
over
VE3JAR/R....... 11,218 MULTI-OPERATOR
HS3NJP/R. .7,040 . A q o . .
E27DIX/R .. 'g08 World: Dr. Gene Zimmerman, W3ZZ Memorial (Joe Devenyi, HAGLC donor). Won by: Station HA6W
VA2NQ/R 2’139 operated by: HA6ZFA, HA6WX, HAS0KU, HA@MK, HA@LZ, HAGMP, HAGLO, HAGLC
4STILR ” : ’660 USA: Bob Striegl, K2DRH Trophy: Won by: Station K5QE operated by: K5QE, N5NU, N1XS, N5YA,
"""""""" AE5VB, K5MQ, W4KXY, K7TRSM
Multi-Op
A EEe (e USA: Won by: Potomac Valley Radio Club cLue
HG1zZ ... 24,888 ’ :
Hilltopper gAA%(VEF Egig *Denotes awarded to runner-up in category
HA1ZH/P........... VE3SMA 12,750
HA2VR/P....
IZ2INN/IN3 ROVERS & GRIDS OPERATED
ASTILIR o MJ96, MJ97, NJO7, NJO6, NJ09
ABDYMIR .. DM79, DM78, DM88, DM89, DN70, DN71
ACTMDIR . o CN78, CN77, CN76, CN86, CN87
AEBP/R ... EM21, EM22, EM32, EM31, EM20, EM30, EL29, EL39
E22EXAIR OKO03, OK04
E27DIXIR . o OKO02, OK03, OK04, OK05, OK06
HS3NJIP/R & E23IMM ... OKO03, OK04, OK15, OK14
K2IB/R EM96, EM85
K AT R o CN85, CN95
KOJK/R EN52, EN51, EN62, EN61
KPR EN62, EN52
KKBMC/IR . . DM65, DM64, DM74, DM75, DM63, DM73
KTSTE/R o e EM21, EM22, EM32, EM31, EM20, EL29, EL39
Rover N2DCH/R . FN22, FN12, FN21, FN11
WW7D/R N2SLN/R & KC2SFU . ..o e e e e FN11, FN12, FN22
N2SLN/R... NBGP/R . o DM13, DM03, DM14
KKEMC/R NBIET/R .ot CM88, CM98, CM97, CM86, CM87,
: NOGH/R . EN61, EN51, EN60, EN50
VAZNQ/R o FN45, FN35
VE3JAR/R& VE3CRU .......... ... .ot FNO4, FN13, FN14, FNO3, EN93, FN02, EN92
WIRGA/R . FN42, FN33, FN43, FN32, FN41, FN31
W3BDHJI/R .« o DM88, DM87, DM77, DM78
WASGVQ/R .. EM21, EM22, EM32, EM31, EM20, EM30, EL29, EL39
WB2SIHIR . .o FN33, FN32
WDSRAH/R . ... EM21, EM22, EM32, EM31, EM20, EM30, EL29, EL39
WWT7D/IR ... CN98, CN88, CN87, CN97, CN86, CN96, CN76, CN77, CN85

www.cg-amateur-radio.com

January 2018 « CQ « 37



Zach, K1ZK, operated from the top of Mount Equinox in
Vermont to take first, with Pete, WA7JTM, operating from
W7A/MN-147 (Summits on the Air designator for Hedgepeth
Hills, Minnesota) in second and Zack, W9SZ, third. N4ASVC
(operated by Steve, N2CEl) is the QRP champion with Bruce,
WA2TMC, second and Curt, K9AKS, finishing third.

K5QE and teammates N5NU, N1XS, N5YA, AE5VB, K5MQ,
WAKXY and K7RSM are the U.S. Multi-Op champions. They
survived a failure of their rotatable 2-meter antenna and los-
ing the 6-meter station for a couple of hours. The crew at K2LIM
(ops: KA2LIM, W9KXI, and KB2YCC) were second, followed
by K8GP (ops: W8ZN and K1RA), W3SO (ops: W3IDT,
WAS3TTS, W3BTX, W3XOX, W3BC, and W3YOZ) and NN7AZ
(Ops: AATA, KC1BB, KC7V, and WOT7R).

WW?7D tops the USA rovers with a fine 43,000 score. You
canreadaboutDarryl's rove at <http://bit.ly/2zBgEAQ>. N2SLN

Mike, K7ULS, operated from Powder Mountain (9,000-foot elevation) in DN41.

QSO & GRID LEADERS

6-Meter QSOs 2-Meter QSOs

with KC2SFU finished second, KK6MC was third with Jonesy,
W3DHJ, infourth, which is his best finish since 2006; and Army,
AES5P, finishing fifth. There were a total of 20 rovers active this
year. I'd like to thank all those who provide many Qs and mul-
tipliers from grids that may not normally be active.

In the Club category, the Potomac Valley Radio Club sub-
mitted 33 entries to finish first with 378,734 points and win
the first USA Club champion plague. The North East Weak
Signal Group was second with 235,883 points (10 entries)
followed by the Society of Midwest Contesters with 228,523
points (20 entries) and the New Mexico VHF Society with
228,037 points (14 entries).

DX

Aleksandr, EA8DBM, remains at the top of the DX Single-
Operator, All-Band category with 56,615 points. Salvatore,

CLUB COMPETITION
(Minimum of 3 entries required for listing)

UNITED STATES
Club Name # Entries Score
POTOMAC VALLEY RADIO CLUB........cccceiiiiiiieiieiiieiieie 378,734
NORTH EAST WEAK SIGNAL GROUP ...
SOCIETY OF MIDWEST CONTESTERS.
NEW MEXICO VHF SOCIETY ......cccoeninnne
PACIFIC NORTHWEST VHF SOCIETY ...
ARIZONA OUTLAWS CONTEST CLUB...........
GRAND MESA CONTESTERS OF COLORADO.

FRANKFORD RADIO CLUB...... ...82,533
DFW CONTEST GROUP ...........ccccovveninine ...58,564
NORTHERN LIGHTS RADIO SOCIETY ....... ...51,827
NACOGDOCHES AMATEUR RADIO CLUB ...50,170
FLORIDA CONTEST GROUP ........c.ccccueuuee. A1 ...49,558
MT AIRY VHF RADIO CLUB......... 28,870
GEORGIA CONTEST GROUP ..... 26,396

SOUTH EAST CONTEST CLUB...
CAROLINA DX ASSOCIATION ....
BADGER CONTESTERS..............
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA CONTEST CLUB..........ccccooviinine 5 JR——— 15,030

ROCHESTER VHF GROUP ..o
YANKEE CLIPPER CONTEST CLUB.....
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA CONTEST CLUB.
WESTERN WASHINGTON DX CLUB.............c.......

PORTAGE COUNTY AMATEUR RADIO SERVICE...
NORTH COAST CONTESTERS.........cccoovviiiiinnen
CTRI CONTEST GROUP ..o

CONTEST CLUB ONTARIO .....ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiecceeecs i 53,935
HA-DX-CLUB .....ocoiiiiiiiiiiiie e B 17,357

UKRAINIAN CONTEST CLUB........ccoociiiiiiiiiiiiicceeeeeeen D 14,743
EA CONTEST CLUB.......ccoiiiiiiiiiiiieicineecieseecneseeen A 10,809
CROATIAN CONTEST CLUB .......ccoiiiiiiiiiciiicineeieee B 8,166
CDR GROUP ......ccccviiiiiicin 0 2,690

..... ...2,463

BLACK SEA CONTEST CLUB.... o

YO DX CLUB.......cooiiiiiiiiiiticic e < TR 1,112
ASOCIACION DE RADIOEXPERIMENTADORES-

DE NUEVO LEON AC (MEXICO0) ......cceveuiiinnieieiieiiicniniienieieins S [——— 1,106
CSM CRAIOVA (ROMANIA) «...veveeriieiciieieiccieiec s 3 — 402
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ITOXTP, was second with 12,800 points; followed by Dusan,
OK1DC, with 8,600 points; Dana, VE3DS, with 8,300 points;
and Anibal, EA1ASC, with 7,000 points. Jorge, XE2X, isnum-
ber one on 6 meters, with Savvas, 9H1AE, in second,
William, VE3MMQ, third; Emilio, XE2JS, fourth; and Gabriel,
AM625VQ, operated by EAGVA, in fifth.

Bostjan, S56P, is the 2-meter champion. Nanon, E24QND,
is a close second; followed by Tomas, OK1GTH; Stig-Ake,
SM4GGC; and Nikolaym, UX@FF. Zoltan, HA1ZH/P, tops the
Hilltopper category followed by Gyula, HA2VR/P; Stefano,
IZ2IJNN/IN3; Valeriy, EM3U; and Zoran, E7T@AA. UT6EY
edged RK1AS for the top spot in the QRP category followed
closely by UR8GZ, UY50N and HA2MJ.

HABW (ops: HAG6ZFA, HA6WX, HA50KU, HAGMK,
HAGLZ, HAOMP, HAGLO, HAZLC) repeats as the Multi-op
champion, followed by HG1Z (ops: HG1ZE, HA1XY,
HG1DRD, HA2QW, HA1CC, HA2MM, HAGXX, Torma,
Judit, and Nora), J48KEF (SV@ZFM and SV8CKJ), 9AGV
(9A2YO, 9A2KK, 9A6IAB, 9A7JRV, and 9A6IAB), and
VE3SMA (VA3ELE and VE3AXC).

VE3JAR/R with VE3CRU is the Rover champion (you can
read about therove in the random comments or on 3830.com).
HS3NJP/R came in second followed by E27DIX/R, VA2NQ/R
and 4S7JL/R.

The Contest Club Ontario with 11 entries has the top non-
U.S. club score with 53,935 points. The HA-DX-Club is sec-
ond with 17,357 points (3 entries) and the Ukrainian Contest
Club came in third with 14,743 points (5 entries).

The Rest of the Story

The 2018 CQWW VHF Contest will be run on July 21Stand
22nd, Mark your calendar. Who knows? By then, there could
be more new modes to use. You will find the rules in the 2018
May issue of CQ and on the CQWW VHF website
<www.cqww-vhf.com>.

If you operate, please send in a log. Any size log is appre-
ciated. If you need help, please ask. More logs make cross-
checking logs more accurate.

Thanks to JK, K9JK, and Curt, KQAKS, for their assistance.
They are quite good at finding things | screwed up. Also
thanks to Champ, E21EIC, who collects all of the logs from
Thailand, puts them in the right format, and gets them sub-
mitted between his travels.

Don’'t forget to check out the CQWW VHF website
<www.cqww-vhf.com>. Comments, suggestions and cor-
rections are always welcome. Quite a bit of the data was
entered manually. If you find an error, please let me know.

Number/letter groups after call letters denote the follow- | N2NT M 69,000 365 138 NJ  FN20 K4PI 6 17,184 179 96 GA EM73 WN2E 6 3744 72 52 MS EMS0
ing: Class (A = all band, 6 = 6 meters, 2 =2 meters, Q= | N3HBX A 41,132 209 113 MD FM19 KIHTV 6 6741 107 63 VA FM18 WA2VYA 6 3080 77 40 TX EM10
QRP, 0* = QRP portable hilltopper, R = rover. M = multi- | K320 A 22172 211 92 MD FM18 K4BAI 6 6696 108 62 GA EM72 NNST 6 2646 63 42 TX EMI2
operator), Final Score, Number of QSOs, Number of grid | K3MD A 12950 143 74 PA  FN10 N4MJ 6 486 8 54 TN EMS56 KGSIEE 6 2052 54 38 TX EMI12
locators, State/Province (USA/Canada only), Grid Locator | W3EKT A 7,938 109 54 MD  FM19 WePV 6 4240 80 53 FL  EL87 K5LH 6 203 55 37 TX EMNI
or Number of grids activated (rover only). Rover scores for K3DNE A 6264 101 54 MD FM19 KUSE 6 3978 78 51 GA EM72 K5XU 6 1,813 49 37  MS EM42
USA are listed separately. Scores in bold indicate certifi- | K3zZU A 6136 112 5 MD FM19 KM4HI 6 3600 80 45 FL  EL89 NW5Q 6 1364 44 31 TX EMI3
cate winners. Score in italic are disqualified. WA2FGK A 4860 76 45 PA  FN21 NJ2F 6 2560 64 40 FL  EL9 WB5JJ 6 1,287 39 33 AR EM35
Op: K2LNS N4PN 6 2516 68 37 GA EMS2 KESTC 6 84 32 271 OK EM25
NSALN A 4704 100 42 MD FM19 KN4Y 6 2106 54 39 FL EM70 KD5J 6 806 31 26 AR EM45
2017 VHF RESULTS K3ISH A 3612 81 43 PA  FN21 WX4Us 6 1950 50 39 FL  EMGO WB7PVL 6 616 28 22 TX EMI3
NORTH AMERICA N3XF A 2312 51 34 PA  FNOO NAMM 6 185 65 29 VA DM09 NMSWB 6 546 26 21 NM DM64
UNITED STATES KC3FQF A 1,518 50 22 PA  FM29 N4DKF 6 1872 5 36 NC EM96 AA5AU 6 374 22 17 LA EL49
KITEO A 101,084 519 148 CT  FN31 KRIST A 1248 37 24 PA FN21 N4GG 6 1848 56 33 GA EM74 W5ZF 6 340 20 17 NM DM65
K10R A 39269 276 107 NH  FN42 K3UA A 1131 39 29 PA  ENOO NAWW 6 1248 48 26 FL  EL98 KASEBL 6 288 18 16 NM DMg4
WAIT A 24920 241 89 NH  FN43 K3AJ A 816 32 17 MD FM19 AD8J 6 1075 43 25 NC EM85 KC5RGQ 6 9 3 3 NM  DM72
N1JEZ A 19572 180 84 VT  FN44 AA3S A 799 40 17 MD FM19 AC4G 6 696 29 24 TN EM65 AD7KI Q 90 3 25 OK EMI6
AFIT A 7476 119 42 NH  FN43 W3LL A 735 39 15 MD FM19 W6UB 6 520 26 20 TN EM75 WESEE Q 210 15 14 LA  EL49
N1JD A 4173 84 39 ME FN44 K3SX A 5766 29 18 MD FM19 K25X 6 504 28 18 SC FMO3 WASBUC Q 182 14 13 TX  EL29
K1ZE A 3402 81 42 CT FN3 NG3W A 325 13 13 PA  FNO1 K8EAB 6 494 26 19 GA EM74 WASMWD  Q 1 1 TX EMI2
W1BS A 280 56 40 MA FN32 4UIWB A 276 23 12 MD FM18 N4BP 6 408 24 17 FL  EL9 K5QE M 180,155 585 263 TX EM31

N1API A 173 52 28 CT FN3i WAPTV A 250 21 10 PA  FM19 NC4M 6 357 21 17 GA EM74
K1GX A 90 29 20 CT FN31 N3MWQ A 171 14 9 DE FM29 Wvav 6 315 21 15 FL  EL88 KGBIYN A 62640 416 120 CA DM12
NIYKH A 616 31 14 CT  FN41 W3RGAM A 117 10 9 PA FN1O A4WL 6 195 15 13 NC FM15 K6EU A 418 78 51 CA CM97
KATVMG A 273 20 13 CT  FN41 AF3I A 07 7 PA FN1O KM4NYI 6 154 14 11 TN EMS5 WBGHYH A 3293 74 37 CA DMi4
WIHBR A 180 18 10 CT  FN31 N8HM A 9 3 3 MD  FM18 KK4AND 6 9% 12 8 FL  EL87 W6ZAR A 2046 65 31 CA DMI3
W3EP 6 25824 258 96 CT  FN31 K2PLF 6 18676 203 92 MD FM19 K4YYL 6 54 9 6 SC EM84 WA6ZTY A 1638 61 21 CA CM98
KITR 6 4368 104 42 NH FN32 N3RD 6 10152 141 72 PA  FN20 WKa4Y 6 49 7 7 VA FMI7 N4DLA A 902 35 22 CA CM87
N8RA 6 1344 42 32 CT  FN3! K3UL 6 286 68 42 PA  FNI1 K4BSK 6 2 7 6 NC EM95 KGVCR A 792 32 24 CA DMI12
W1FV 6 1242 54 23 WNMA FN42 WA3FET 6 210 15 14 PA  FNOO K4AFE 6 % 5 5 TN EMS55 NOKQ A 204 15 12 CA CM88
NIWRK 6 352 22 16 MA  FN41 K6PFA 6 207 23 9 MD FM19 N4HWH 6 20 5 4 NC FMI3 N6QQ 6 3285 73 45 CA DMO3
AGIA 6 187 17 11 MA  FN42 K3HX 6 154 14 11 PA  FNOO KM4IAJ 6 14 7 2 VA FMI8 WeBVB 6 1,176 42 28 CA DMI3
W1BJ 6 84 12 7 ME  FN43 N3BDUE 6 5 13 4 MD  FM19 NBAID 6 4 2 2 VA FMO7 KBXV 6 1007 53 19 CA CM97
WIWBB 6 2 9 8 Rl FN41 N3QE 6 1“7 2 MD  FM19 NASVC  Q 10,366 133 73 FL EMS0 K6NA 6 630 30 21 CA DWI3
KATR 6 40 10 4 MA FN42 N3AFT 6 6 3 2 MD  FM19 Op: N2CEI |  K6KY 6 621 27 23 CA DM04
K1HC 2 3444 82 21 ME FNS3 w3so M 85760 387 160 PA  FNOO K3TW Q 204 17 12 FL EL88 N6ORB 6 496 31 16 CA CM87
W1XX 2 1482 39 19 Rl FN#1 KCCR M 6832 108 56 MD FM18 KC8KSK @ 6 2 2 SC FM03 K6CSL 6 2 9 8 CA CM97
K1ZK H 3168 64 32 VI FN33 W3RFC M 5198 93 46 MD FM19 W4GRW 2 15080 145 52 NC EM96 WeIFN 6 54 9 CA  CM97
10K H 420 30 14 CT FN31 WAEKL M 144 16 9 MD FM19 NdQWZ 2 1518 33 23 TN EMG6 K6MCS 6 40 8 5 CA CM98
AB1YK H 416 25 13 NH FN32 K8GP M 107,484 460 169 VA  FM19 KKBNWJ 6 101 1 CA DMI2
NGTR H 306 17 9 CT FN31 W3IP A 18387 184 81 VA FM19 KDTWPJ  H 60 7 5 CA DMO7
NIPRW  H 5 9 4 WMA  FN42 KCAPX A 15648 158 96 FL  EL98 WB2FKO A 32240 245 124 NM  DMG5 KBOFKO  H %4 7 3 CA DMI3
K1SX Q 180 15 12 MA FN#1 K4EA A 15051 162 87 GA EM74 w7aa A 17208 163 93 NM DM75 K2GMY Q 938 47 14 CA CM88
NISOH M 1188 54 22 MA FN42 KCANX A 13188 151 84 TN EM75 Al5| A 12816 143 89 NM  DM65 WB2TVB  Q 2% 7 4 CA DM04
KoL A 8066 109 74 TN EMS6 WASZBT A 11,200 139 80 71X EM12 N6RPM M 966 35 23 CA DMO4

N2SLO A 7700 116 44 NY  FN30 WBAWXE A 7,744 109 64 AL EM74 WASLFD A 5355 89 51 TX EMI2
WB2JAY A 7,740 118 42 NY  FN30 WA4GPM A 5000 90 50 FL  EM90 NSEPA A 5049 87 51 NM DMe4 W7FI A 18954 200 81 WA  CN87
N3RG A 6916 98 52 N FM29 NG4C A 4680 74 52 NC FM16 K5AM A 4717 87 53 NM  DM62 N7IR A 14664 171 78 AZ DM43
WAUNV A 6174 101 42 NY  FN30 WX4G A 4320 95 45 FL  EL87 KB71J A 3450 61 50 TX EMI2 K7ULS A 11484 130 87 UT DN41
K200 A 3239 71 41 NY  FNO3 K4zw A 3984 83 48 VA FM18 Kc7aYy A 3010 62 43 NM  DMe4 KEZSW A 9212 147 49 WA  CN87
N2WK A 2730 62 39 NY FNO3 KKAMA A 285 66 42 SC EM92 AJ4F A 2622 69 38 TX EL29 Wz8T A 8016 132 48 WA CN85
w2sJ A 2624 63 32 N FM29 WA4LDU A 1944 52 36 SC EM93 K5LY A 1581 51 31 TX EMI3 N7EPD A 7832 137 44 WA  CNg7
N2BEG A 2304 52 36 NY FN12 W8KHP A 1,872 45 36 KY EM79 KGSUCAR A 1462 40 34 TX EMO1 KD7UO A 6380 115 44 WA  CN97
K2AMI A 1342 45 22 N FN20 K5EK A 180 51 3 NC FMO3 W5TV A 1200 42 30 TX EM2 WYZKY A 632 102 58 WY DN71
W2BVH A 1064 34 19 NJ  FN20 K4FOW A 1,750 40 35 VA EMS6 NH7ROWS A 1,040 37 30 TX EL18 W7GLF A 4964 104 34 WA  CN87
N20A A 80 32 17 NY FNO3 W3CP A 1500 42 30 GA EM74 W5GZ A 627 33 19 NM DM52 N6ZE/7 A 4088 104 28 WA  CN87
W2uDT A 455 22 13 NJ  FN20 K4MM A 1380 46 30 FL  EL97 N5SJ A 325 18 13 NM DMS5 KzZ1w A 3993 102 33 WA CN87
N2S0 A 112 14 8 NY  FN31 N1GC A 646 19 19 NC EM95 KV5TX A 208 16 13 TX EMOO wrtDz A 3738 8 42 OR DN15
WB20JS 6 2310 70 33 NY FN30 KOVXM A 475 22 19 FL  EL98 KDSGEN A 126 13 7 X EM21 KG7P A 2970 68 33 WA  CN87
KotV 6 989 43 23 NY FN30 W4ML A 450 30 15 VA FMO7 AGSS A 104 M 8 NM DM75 N7BT A 2706 78 33 WA CN88
K2XA 6 900 45 20 NY FN32 Op:WAMYA | KSTMT A 9 3 3 TX EMI0 N7Q0Z A 2160 59 24 WA  CN87
K25SS 6 442 26 17 NY FN13 K5VIP A 338 18 13 VA FMI6 WD5K 6 65037 399 163 TX EM12 K7HP A 1827 63 29 AZ DM33
WA2ACY 6 8 8 6 N FM29 KE1F A 33 21 16 FL EL99 N5JR 6 35464 286 124  TX EM12 N6LB A 1680 53 24 WA CN88
AA2TT 2 2318 61 19 NY FN30 W4AMP A 304 17 16 GA EM73 WASDM 6 32766 254 129  TX EM12 K7SS A 1610 70 23 WA  CN87
W2KV2 2 456 19 12 NJ FM29 KC4JD A 154 13 11 GA EM74 W5PR 6 28350 270 105 TX  EL29 KX7L A 142 52 23 WA  CNg7
N2DCH 2 21 1 NY FN22 KISFR A 120 12 10 FL EM60 W5TN 6 15438 166 93  TX EMOO Kaxu A 1425 57 25 OR CN94
WA2TMC Q 6435 102 45 NY  FNO2 K4FTO A 110 14 5 VA FM18 N2IC 6 886 123 72 NM DM52 KE7MSU A 1380 43 20 OR  CN94
W2JEK Q154 21 7 NJ FN20 N4QX A 64 10 4 VA FM18 AASKA 6 5700 100 57 TX EMI3 KD7TS A 1168 46 16 WA  CN87
AC2RJ Q 80 M 5 NY  FN31 KC2PRB A % 6 6 NC  FMo4 Op:HKIA | KG7GDB A 714 33 17 OR CN84
AD3Y Q 12 4 3 N FM29 WAWNT A 2% 4 4 NC  EM95 KCOFFV 6 483 93 52 TX EMI2 N7NEV A 448 26 16 AZ DM43
KaLIM M 119,024 488 172 NY  FN12 K1T0 6 33,300 300 111 FL  EL87 NM5Z 6 4788 8 57 MS EM41 N7RK A 20 15 10 AZ DM33
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DITS and DAHS

The .. _o. __.’sof
Morse Code Operating

BY ED TOBIAS, KR3E

This small but solid guide is the

perfect read for those interested

in learning or improving CW

operating techniques!

Within its pages you’ll find:

* The secret of becoming a
proficient CW Operator

e Where and how to
practice, practice.

o Straight Key or Paddle?

o Adjusting your Straight
Key or Paddle

* Keyers, lambic Keying
and Bugs

e Confests & Events, DXin

e Operating QSK

o CW Filters

¢ Signs, Signals and Procedures

e Tips on Taking CW On the Road

... and much, much more!

6 X 9 Paperback Only $15.%5
Shipping & Handling: U.S. & Possessions $3.00;
CN/MX $5.00; All Other Countries $10.00
CQ Communications, Inc.

17 West John St., Hicksville, NY 11801
http://store.cq-amateur-radio.com

NEW radiosport Superilight

Travel Headsets

RS10SL
Listen Only

119
RS50SL

ww/f Boom-Mic
w/lnLine PTT 5219

For Elecraft M3 JKS
ELAD FDOM-Duo
Yaesu FT-817

el mMvore. ..

RS55SL

S aan =N run Remote Radioc Apps

Full Range Stereoc like SSDR for I0OS

TRRS (CITA) Plug

$£159
RS15SL

wwr S Boom-Mic
Single-Sided
TRRS (CITA) Plug

155

Travel Bag
radiosport logo
Decembear Spacial

235

SmartPhone/Tablet/Notebook

radiosporT

Ffreaoaadscaeifb=
v ww .S rfiamncoryryryrrermnications.. corryy

BO05-504-3944 v LAM-GPM, Sat LOAM-ZPM (Pacific Time)

K7XC A 7 01 7 NV DM09 K8TS 6 63 9 7 M ENT2 KBBJ 6 17010 199 90 KS DM99 CGIEX A 6 2 2 NB FN65
K7CW 6 34410 310 111 WA  CN87 NBQE 6 11 1 OH EN91 W@BL 6 8700 116 75 CO  DN6O VE3MMQ 6 13,320 148 90 ON  FN14
NRTT 6 29970 270 111 UT DM38 ABFJ Q 70 10 7 OH EM79 WBOKPT 6 8060 124 65 CO DM79 VE4EAR 6 6174 98 63 MB EN19
KY7M 6 14976 192 78 AZ DM33 N8ZM M 53332 319 134 OH EN80 KDSW 6 38M 79 49 A EN3 VE3XB 6 3139 73 43 ON  FNO3
N7NT 6 10117 151 67 AZ DM43 wgWw 6 385 75 51 1A EN31 VEYN 6 2356 62 38 ON FN24
N7CW 6 6000 100 60 AZ DM34 K2DRH A 144534 551 221 1L EN&1 KBRPT 6 2088 58 36 NE EN10 VESUF 6 1,748 46 38 SK  DOG1
AATV 6 4418 94 47 AZ DM43 0p: ACBRA |  KoAV 6 2072 56 37 CO DM78 VE3RSA 6 713 31 23 ON  FNO4
KINV 6 280 71 40 NV DM26 WIEWZ A 27,639 196 111 Wl  EN52 WPHBH 6 1,782 54 33 MO EM48 VARSY 6 414 23 18 ON  FN25
NIRWY 6 1976 52 38 AZ DM43 NGAKC A 13122 160 81 Wl  EN44 W@RT 6 1472 46 32 KS EM27 VASQWW 6 70 10 7 ON  FNO4
WATNWL 6 1,104 46 24 AZ DM43 NR9Q A 4914 8 54 L EN4O KOGOB 6 925 37 25 MO EM48 VEUTT 6 16 4 4 ON  FNO4
K3WYC 6 96 42 23 AZ DM33 WBOTFH A 3645 71 45 Wl ENS3 AD@H 6 720 30 24 1A ENR VATST 6 101 1 BC D000
K7JAN 6 925 37 25 ID DN3 W900 A 1740 56 30 IL  EN61 WNGL 6 567 27 21 NE ENIi VE2GT 2 33 8 3 QC FN36
K9DR 6 925 37 25 AZ DN62 WSsoV A 1650 50 33 IL EM59 W6GMT 6 480 24 20 MN  EN37 VAIPC) @ 9 3 3 ON FN2%
KD7DCR 6 836 44 19 MT DN35 N2BJ A 1176 41 24 L ENe1 NgDOW 6 315 21 15 MN  EN26 VE3SMA M 12,750 133 75 ON  FNO5
AA7WB 6 713 31 23 NV DM26 wallx A 805 34 23 IL EN6l KOSRL 6 140 14 10 A EN4 VANW M 11,346 132 61 ON  FNO4
K7THKR 6 459 27 17 AZ DM34 ACIS A 660 30 22 IL ENSO KDACVZ 6 56 8 7 MN  EN16 VA2LGQ M 1,384 40 34 QC FNi5
KF7U 6 444 37 12 AZ DM43 WVIE A 540 23 20 W EN43 NBJK H 144 12 12 KS EM28 VE3JARR R 11,218 87 79 7
KJ7V 6 340 20 17 WA DNO7 WAML A 416 19 16 IL  ENS51 W8KSC  H 3 6 6 1A EN&2 VA2NOR R 2139 50 31 2
wc7a 6 25 25 9 WA CN87 WBOWOZ A 396 23 12 IL  EN5 KEGTT Q238 17 14 MN  EN34
NBKL 6 195 15 13 WY DN72 NGIR A 24 15 14 L EN4O NBAC Q 2 1 6 CO DN70 MEXICO
W7AMI 6 176 16 11 D DN13 KCOELU A 110 10 10 IN EM79 WBOIWG  Q 6 3 2 ND ENO6 XE2YWH A 735 35 21 DL92
AA4Q 6 171 19 9 AZ DM43 KO9A 6 32040 255 120 UL  EN52 KONR M 16999 184 83 CO DM79 XE2PEA A 690 30 23 EL95
W@PAN 6 170 17 10 AZ DM43 w9osl 6 5764 131 44 IL  EMA49 XE2ZHWB A 20 5 4 DL44
AFMD 6 117 13 9 OR CN85 WigwI 6 256 67 38 W EN53 Rover XE2X 6 28635 249 115 EL06
K8IA 6 112 16 7 AZ DM43 KIMM 6 1496 44 34 Wl  EN52 WW7D/R B0 32 93 9 XE2JS 6 13202 161 82 DL68
K7IP 6 9 1 9 WA CN76 N1RU 6 1066 41 26 IN ENT N2SLN/R 28712 156 104 3 XE2CQ 6 6498 114 57 DM12
W7ZR 6 5 10 5 AZ DM24 KGOJP 6 82 32 26 W EN54 KK6MC/R 2,425 167 115 6 XE2N M 360 20 18 EL95
KF6HI 6 48 8 6 Az DM33 WBOHFK 6 756 36 21  IL  ENS50 W3DHJR 20585 162 115 4 XE2NL M 56 8 7 ELO5
W7GF 6 9 3 3 OR CNgd KGON 6 418 22 19 IL  ENS0 AESP/R 14760 165 60 8
K1AUS 6 11 1 MT  DNS5 KB9S 6 36 22 18 W EN44 WASGVOR 11,90 154 52 8
Al9Q 6 1 1 1 WA  CN8s WONXM 6 320 20 16 L EN52 WDSRAH/R 11,448 143 54 8 AFRICA
WAZJTM H 1,848 57 24 AZ DM33 w09s 6 72 9 8 1L ENGI W1RGAR 1,45 112 65 6 CANARY IS.
KG7THQ H 410 30 10 WA CN88 Kocw 6 49 7 7 UL ENSO KT5TE/R 10712 138 52 7 EASDBM A 56,615 303 169 IL18
wers Q 704 32 22 WY DNT1 Wosz H 779 29 19 L ENSO K9JK/R 9362 109 62 4 EASCTK A 720 30 24 IL18
KE7UOL  Q 81 9 9 NV DMO9 KAOYDU H 120 12 10 Wl  ENS3 N9GH/R 8,296 98 68 4 EABAQV 6 7,140 102 70 128
NN7AZ M 76024 371 172 AZ DM32 K9AKS Q5252 87 52 IL EN41 N6GP/R 8253 118 63 3 EABACW 6 690 30 23 IL28
WK9U Q 483 23 21 Wl EN6S NGJET/R 7208 107 52 5 EC8AQQ 6 90 10 9 IL28
N8BJQ A 12,168 146 78 OH  ENSO WBOAYW Q 143 13 11 IL  EN51 WB2SIH/R 3,502 64 34 2
KB8U A 7150 94 55 Ml ENT1 NONBC  Q 20 5 4 W ENS5 ABBYM/R 3,19 53 4 6 MADIERA ISLANDS
W8KNO A 1,080 34 24 OH EN91 ACTMD/R 2,156 48 28 5 CT3HF A 520 24 20 M12
NSWNA A 828 29 23 Ml ENg2 NOKE A 33394 279 118 CO DM69 K9PW/R 893 31 19 2
WBBAHT A 512 17 16 Ml EN72 WEETT A 23735 219 101 CO DM79 N2DCHR 96 8 8 4
KONW A 220 20 11 OH EM79 W7xu A 15379 164 91 SD  EN13 K7ATN/R 70 7 5 2 ASIA
KGBFE A 220 19 11 OH EM79 Kcov A 7280 111 65 CO DN70 K2JB/R 8 2 2 2 CHINA
WBBWUA A 135 9 9 OH EN91 WozF A 5616 102 54 MN EN34 BGSTZP A 2 3 3 0L96
N8l 6 4557 93 49 WV FM19 NTOV A 3086 51 44 ND ENO8 CANADA BG3ATI 6 221 17 13 oM89
KBSUUZ 6 3,168 72 44 OH  EN91 WeYJT A 2788 68 41 KS EM29 VE3DS A 8384 107 64 ON  FNO3 BGINAL 6 154 14 11 ON80
NBEA 6 2028 52 39 M EN82 KAGRYT A 1206 35 27 MN  EN35 VETDAY A 3325 90 35 BC CO70 BYSYAA M 1,200 49 24 0L96
NS80 6 1410 47 30 OH EM8Y KoVG A 768 28 24 MN  EN35 VA7TDX A 2340 78 30 BC CN89
W8TN 6 780 30 26 WV EMI8 KBOZOM A 644 27 23 NE  ENOD VERX A 18200 49 35 ON  EN9 HONG KONG
N8TFD 6 768 32 24 M  EN8 WAGLIF A 234 18 13 MN EN35 VASTIC A 945 31 27 ON FN14 VR2zQZ 6 143 13 1 oL72
WINN 6 638 29 22 OH ENg1 KCORQH A 90 9 9 MN EN35 VE3SST A 736 30 16 ON  FNO3
KD8MQ 6 384 24 16 OH  ENYO NGUK A 60 7 5 MN EN34 VE3VG A 450 19 18 ON  EN93 JAPAN
WBASA 6 33 24 14 OH EM79 AEGEE A 45 8 5 MN EN34 VESCB A 375 18 15 NB  FNG5 JOINGT A 2,856 104 21 PM95
NePPF 6 330 22 15 OH ENSO WIRM 6 116,736 608 192 CO DMS8 VE3I0Z A 312 15 12 ON  FNO4 JAHHS A % 7 4 PM95
AABTA 6 294 21 14 OH EN80 KBSIX 6 43952 328 134 NN  EN35 VA2NU A 209 15 11 QC FN26 JIFLB A 2 3 3 PM95
WBBWKQ 6 182 14 13 Ml EN82 NIBG 6 26505 279 95 MO EM48 VE3EJ A 187 12 11 ON  FNO3 JATOZW 6 3% 6 6 aNoo
NBXI 6 165 15 11 M ENg2 WAGCSL 6 25441 247 103 ND  EN17 VE2NCG A 12 3 3 QC  FN35 JE2BOM 6 %5 5 5 PM84
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JRBOFG 6 4 2 2 Qno3 9M4COK M 990 33 15 JJoo
JAGNFP 6 4 2 2 PM97 9M4CRX M 28 5 4 0J05
JG1GCO 6 0 0 0 PM95
JR2WLG 2 2 1 1 PM84
JIWWLA H 55 11 5 P96 EUROPE
JA1GZKA  H 1 1 1 PM96 AUSTRIA
JR1UIX Q 924 64 1 PM95 OE1sOW 2 108 9 6 JN88
JRINKN Q 16 4 4 PM95 OE3MDB  Q 451 22 1" JN88
JE1ILP Q 9 3 3 PM95
dzvkz - m 12 33 PMa4 BALEARIC ISLANDS
SI LANKA AM625VQ 6 12,512 136 92 Jm19
4STIL/R R 660 33 10 5 BELARUS
EU4AX 2 220 1" 10 K013
THAILAND
E240QND 2 21,510 239 45 0K16 BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA
HS3LSE 2 324 18 9 0K14 E7TT 6 9315 115 81 JIN92
HS3ANP 2 306 17 9 0K14 Op: E738
HS4QLM 2 210 15 7 0K17 E7T1W 6 154 14 1 JN93
HS4LKW 2 200 25 4 OK16 E7BAA H 399 21 19 JN93
E23UYT 2 174 29 3 NJ99
E29UGB 2 132 22 3 NJ98 BULGARIA
E24VSR 2 128 16 4 0J06 Lz2zY A 1,600 40 20 KN13
HS5NMF 2 114 19 3 0K03 LZ1YE 6 460 23 20 KN22
HS8JWH 2 102 17 3 NJ98 LZ2JOW [1] 12 3 3 KN34
E24KHS 2 90 15 3 0K14
HS8GLR 2 64 16 2 0Jo7 CROATIA
E29AU 2 % 6 3 0K03 OAICBM A 2562 52 42 JIN83
Op: E211ZC 0Op: 9A5ST
HS6ZBQ 2 36 6 3 NK96 9A3CIW A 42 6 6 JNB3
E20YLM 2 18 3 3 0K16 9A9I 2 5562 103 27 JINB5
HS4zGZ 2 2 3 2 0K07 9AGV M 13940 170 41 JIN95
HS4WLA 2 8 2 2 0K17
HS8UKY 2 8 2 2 NJ98 CZECH REPUBLIC
E21HSY  Q 8 2 2 0K03 OKIDC A 8610 107 42 JING9
E27AAA M 11,400 300 19 0Ko4 OKIGTH 2 16376 178 46 JING9
E24TAQ M 10,836 258 21 0K04
E27AL M 10,800 270 20 0K25 DENMARK
HS9JGA M 8,600 172 25 0K06 ou3u 6 16 4 4 J045
E24SBC M 5916 174 17 0K03
HSgQAB M 5180 185 14 OK04 ENGLAND
HS1EFA M 2400 150 8 0K03 GOFPU 6 1 1 1 1092
HS3PIK M 1,49 68 " 0K05
E28AD M 1,29 54 12 NK98 EUROPEAN RUSSIA
E23VYK M 1,122 51 11 0K16 REKA 6 825 33 25 KNT5
E20AE M 468 39 6 0K04 RD3FD 2 4368 56 39 L005
HS3wWzo M 264 22 6 0K14 R6CS 2 4320 54 40 KN95
HSGAY M 114 19 3 0J06 R3CT 2 319 47 34 K086
E28LX M % 12 4 0Ko8 UATANA 2 2340 39 30 K069
HS3NJPR R 7,040 176 20 4 RK1AS Q 2720 40 34 KP40
E27DIXR R 2,898 63 23 5 RN3DKQ [1] 162 9 9 K085
E22EXAR R 64 8 4 2 UAGAH M 168 12 7 KN94
WEST MALAYSIA EUROPEAN TURKEY
w2JmMw Q 1 1 1 0J12 TA1D 6 4,655 95 49 KM39

The*“ Unofficial”

FINLAND MALTA
OF8UV 6 504 24 21 KP46 SHIAE 6 26136 216 121 JM75
FRANCE MOLDOVA
F6HZZ 6 690 30 23 IN23 ER2RM 6 3 6 5 KN46
F6CZVP 6 %5 5 5 IN77
NETHERLANDS
GERMANY PASWT A 309 21 19 4022
DL3JJ 6 7200 100 72 1060 PASKT A 330 19 15 Jonl
DK20Y 6 884 34 26 J044
NORWAY
GREECE LABM 6 1435 41 35 JPap
Ja21 6 792 33 24 KNOO
SVARRK 6 20 5 4 KM09 POLAND
SVINZX 6 9 3 3 KM17 SPBUR 6 418 22 19 Jog2
JABKEF M 14,080 150 88 KM08 SPTAWG 6 36 6 6 Jogt
SPORCX 2 648 27 12 Jogo
HUNGARY
HABXI A 9776 109 52 JINGG PORTUGAL
HG3X 2 28320 240 59 IN96 CI7AX A 352 22 16 IM59
HASJX 2 8 2 2 IN97 CTIBOL 6 4263 87 49 IN51
HASUA 6 2700 60 45 JN97 CT1GVN 6 39718 78 51 IM67
HA7LW 6 858 33 26 IN97
HA1RJ 6 ] 8 JIN87 ROMANIA
HA2KSD 6 16 4 4 JN97 Y02GL A 2244 43 34 KNO5
HMZH  H 6125 87 49 IN86 YO7LYM A 364 17 13 KN14
HA2VRP H 4588 79 37 IN87 YOSBRE A 330 16 15 KNO7
HASKDQ Q 24621 191 87 IN97 YO7LOT A 8 2 2 KN14
Op: HASIW YO2NAA 6 828 36 23 KNO5
HASHX Q1,218 42 29 IN86 Yo7AWZ 6 272 17 16 KN14
HAG0A Q 12 3 2 JNO7 YO2LEL 6 54 9 6 KNO5
HAGW M 95029 382 163 KNO8 YO7CKP 6 306 5 KN14
HG6Z M 8424 117 36 JIN97 YO3GNF 6 20 5 4 KN34
YO5CUQ 6 20 5 4 KN16
YOGMT 6 2 4 3 KN26
IRELAND
YOBSAO/P H 18 6 3 KN26
EisIX 6 222 62 36 1053 YOSAXFP Q 176 14 11 KN16
ITALY
I4FF 6 456 24 19 JN64 SCOTLAND
J4JEE 6 210 15 14 IN54 GMBV A 588 28 21 1085
IZIDFG 6 120 12 10 IN44 0p: GMBoav
IZ2JNN/N3 H 1,082 43 12 IN55
IZ3NVR  H 30 6 5 ING5 SERBIA
IZ3ALW  Q 101 1 ING5 YUIAHW 6 1302 42 3 KN13
Op: YT2TA
YUIRA 6 108 12 9 KNo4
LATVIA YUIBFG M 11,084 128 68 KNo4
YL3CAAC H 2 1 K006
YL3CAAD H 2 1 1 K006
SICILY
LITHUANIA IT9XTP A 12,870 143 90 JM68
LY2ZEN 9 0 5 a K014 ITINAN 6 986 34 29 w77
MACEDONIA SLOVENIA
3K 6 6 4 4 KNO2 $59A 6 6633 99 67 INT6

_eft Coast Report

for the 2017 COQWW VHF Contest

BY BRUCE KRIPTON, KG6IYN

It was the analog of times. It was the digital of times.

As would be the norm for my operating in any contest, | start-
ed this event about two hours after the starting gun. With work
and family obligations (both of those are also important), there
wasn't time to stage and build a day in advance as | normally
try to. All work to set up and run the event happened Saturday
morning with subsequent teardown Sunday afternoon, once
the contest was over (for those interested, a “complete” time
lapse video of the event from beginning to end is available here:
<http://bit.ly/2zkOnLv>.

Radios turned on, computer running, time synced to WWV
and it's off to the races. Coming out of the gate, it's all local
traffic, with a few exceptions 300 miles east in Arizona on 2
meters.

About an hour in for me (close to three hours in from the offi-
cial start time) propagation on 6 meters starts up to the Pacific
Northwest: Oregon, Washington, Idaho and various parts of
Canada. As the next couple of hours progress, Es starts a slow,
clockwise rotation towards the Midwest and Great Lakes region
and some odd hits to the Northeastern U.S. that became more
of a persistent “path” for well over two hours.

After that, on 6 meters, it was random contacts in the 500- to
1,000-mile range to the Texarhoma region. As we got into the
late afternoon hours and rolling in to early Saturday evening, it

was back to the Pacific Northwest again, which is where the
evening ended.

Sunday morning, all was quiet on the 6-meter side, but it was
time again to catch the “early birds” in Arizona and Nevada on
2 meters (Thanks to the Desert Rats and other clubs that are
encouraging activity during these events). As midmorning pro-
gressed, 6 meters came to life in a big way to the southern cen-
tral states again [with shorter and longer hops via Sporadic E
(Es) mixed in] and stayed that way until the closing bell at end
of the contest.

And now for the weird and Left Coast-related observations:

If you happened to “watch” the contest on the propagation
reporting sites on the internet, it was clear that almost all of the
reported activity was from the central states to the east coast
or thereabouts. Way off to that infamous lower left-hand cor-
ner of the continental United States, there was only a small
group of operators working the openings on 6 meters. Here is
where | describe why | opened the ULCR for 2017 with “It was
the analog of times. It was the digital of times.”

If you happened to participate in the ARRL June VHF Contest
amonth earlier, there was a big “game changer” that happened
with the latest release of WSJT X and its JT65 updates right
before the contest. Effectively it made contacts possible even
when there was no apparent propagation mechanisms avail-
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$56P 2 23280 194 60 INT6 HamTestOnline™ has more (—
$596S Q 108 31 23 INT5 .
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SPAIN ; P-

amse A 706 hon W0 exam study methods combined! T
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EA4DE 6 6528 102 64 IN80
EASIDO 6 4674 82 57 M98 665
B o zem @ 47 e 5.0 out of 5 stars Put your mulfi
EASAYO 6 1666 49 34 N1 & band radio on
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EA4CU Q 180 14 12 IN80 4 star @ lithium power.

SWEDEN 3 star Heavy duty, padded, water resistant
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UYTHY A 4230 61 47 K060 A ,
HESFN 2 f,ggg Zg gg zm;; and Quﬂfﬁnr&"t‘ in fhf' Fndustry.f QIVWW. pOWGprfi’Si’Ofe.COln)
UTLE A 122 3 2 KNT9 www.hamtestonline.com
UT70B A 765 31 17 KN77
UT3UA A 648 27 24 K050
uzsa A 319 20 11 KN77
ux2aL A 208 13 8 KN87
UYs0 A 104 9 8 KN77
ut200 A 9 1 9 KN77
UYSYA A 28 7 4 KN87
UTSELA A 18 3 3 K031
URSLEH A 8 2 2 KN39
UWLL 6 1656 46 36 KN79
UWIHM 6 1400 40 35 KNG USSIUF 2 418 19 11 KN88 SOUTH AMERICA PY2BI Q 16 4 2 GG67
uTsI0 6 1,140 38 30 KN87 uT2us 2 408 17 12 K050 BRAZIL PU2MMP M 1,192 hs 8 GG66
USS8ZAL 6 660 30 22 KNG66 UR8SQE 2 252 18 7 KN77 PU2TRX A 220 30 4 GG66 PY2LCD M 200 27 4 GG66
UX4UA 6 285 19 15 K050 UR7QD0 2 160 16 5 KN77 PY2ZZ A 168 28 3 GG66
UYew 6 121 11 M KNG3 URGQAP 2 150 15 5 KN77 PY2AXH A 5519 3 6666 VENEZUELA
uTeU 6 108 11 9 K050 UR7QDU 2 14 7 1 KN77 PUIXZU A 32 4 4 GG77 YV6CR A 168 14 8 FJ78
UT4xXU 6 99 11 9 K040 ﬂfym : 456 1; 1$ 5:5: PPSEK A 2 1 1 G643
uz5U 6 2 9 8 K071 4 4 PV8DX 6 63 9 7 FJo2
UT5CB 6 6 4 4 KN59 UTBEY Q 2924 48 34 KNT7 PVSAZ 6 5 5 3 FJ92 CHECK LOGS
URSQW 6 6 3 2 KN77 URSGZ Q 1875 40 25 KN66 PY2NF 2 768 64 6 GG66 These logs were used for cross-checking. Checklogs are
UXOFF 2 10,560 80 66 KN45 UY50N Q 1512 37 24 KN89 PU2TYA 2 30 15 1 GG66 always appreciated. AB3AI, CT1AVR, E72U, EA8BPX,
UR3EE 2 520 58 45 KN88 ux4iJ o 1218 29 21 KN88 PY2KS 5 0 15 1 6666 FP/KV1J, GWBKLQ, IK7LMX, KOGU, K3MEC, LY2X, LZ1VQ,
UT7EL 2 1560 39 20 KNT7 UT3GP O 1,088 32 17 KN76 PUZNAX 2 28 14 1 6666 N1FD, PY2SHF, RN6MA, SP2HHX, UR11, URALIN, URSWMM
uxgaa 2 990 33 15 KN87 0p:USBGB | pyoTTE 2 20 5 2 GG76 UT4UFZ, YO50HO.
UY7L0 2 90 25 18 K080 URGQW Q256 16 8 KN77 PUZMVE 2 16 8 1 GG66
UTBLN 2 736 23 16 KNgg | UZZW M 3108 60 42 KNB | pyorgN 2 10 5 1 666 DISQUALIFIED
UR3GS 2 420 21 10 KNG66 UT7E M 2346 44 34 KN78 PU2PSP Q 111 2 3 GG66 E24QND - Excessive unverified QSOs and grids.

able on 6 meters. So, for that event, there were more folks on
digital than | have ever seen ... either on the radio by listening,
or on the computer via the waterfall. The humorous note for
me was seeing 20 to 30+ traces (or more) going by on the com-
puter screen, all of them more than strong enough (many were
S-9+) to have easily been worked by phone. So, for those of
us on the Left Coast, we were taking advantage of slow, but
solid runs, as well as search-and-pounce operations, without
contention on phone and CW (analog), while others were fight-
ing it out on digital with lots of other folks and making a digital
Q every three to four minutes at best.

Jumping back to the current CQWW VHF Contest, the pre-
vious week saw the release of WSJT X and its improved FT8
mode. Now clearly there’s an advantage that FT8 can poten-
tially make a valid contact and exchange in about 30 seconds,
instead of three to four minutes with JT65, but we observed the
same challenges noted in the June ARRL VHF Contest. Twenty
to 40 signals at a time on the waterfall, most signals over S-9,
and many stations running more power than needed while
causing interference to other stations also trying to make con-
tacts. The folks out here on the Left Coast once again lever-
aged phone and CW to work the spotty Es conditions that pre-
vailed for the duration of the contest, where often there was
only a short window for a full exchange of information to make
a valid contact entry. For much of the contest, the propagation
did not support second chances.

The other interesting aspect was that so many participants
were playing with digital, the calling frequencies and spots adja-
cent to them on CW and phone were often dead quiet. No one
calling CQ, no local chatter, etc. So while all was quiet here,
there were huge pileups in the central states and eastern
seaboard on phone, CW, and digital. If you weren’t calling CQ
from the Left Coast, you weren’'t making contacts, despite

reports several of us were in “solid” to Texas for several hours,
we heard no traffic on our side — just CQ replies from random
grid squares that the Es was kind enough to “light up” for us.

Lessons Learned

We observed and “eavesdropped” on many PSK-31 and
WSJT-X based QSOs. It was interesting, but it was clearly a
detractor that so many were learning the ropes in a contest
venue. It was also interesting to “see” a signal jump from a
mid-S “something” to S9+20 or more when the operator got
frustrated and didn’t think he was getting out. The point again
was that there was a lack of folks using more conventional
modes (CW, phone) when the propagation supported it. For
those on the Left Coast, jumping on the radio and listening to
the calling frequencies for a few moments, hearing nothing and
turning off the radio was an opportunity lost. Call CQ for at least
several minutes, spin the dial up beyond 50.200, and at least
to 50.350, to see if you can “hear” any digital activity, which
could be an additional indicator the band is open to somewhere.

For the folks doing digital — if you're getting chewed up in
the dogpile or pileup and the propagation is good, go back to
CW or phone where you'll likely make loads of contacts with
those who do not have digital capabilities, then fall back to dig-
ital modes when the propagation enhancement starts to fade.

As always, | want to thank to folks at CQ Magazine for spon-
soring and supporting this event each year as well as the oper-
ators who also played on the airwaves over the weekend. To
date, and having enjoyed this contest for over 10 years, from
here on the Left Coast, this was a new high-water mark for new
and longtime operators participating in the contest — a trend |
hope will to continue to grow.

Comments and feedback are always welcome, you can emalil
here: <kg6iyn@arrl.net>. — 73, Bruce, KG6IYN
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